
Health Insurance 
Education Series: 
Medicaid Waivers
March 11, 2025 – Medically Fragile and Technology Dependent Waiver
April 8, 2025 – Department of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) Waivers
May 13, 2025 – Division of Developmental Disabilities (DD) Waivers  



Language 
Accessibility 

Accessibilidad 
al Idioma 

Every participant must choose a language 
audio channel via the Interpretation button 
at the bottom of the screen.

Interpretation is OFF if you remain in 
Original Audio. The interpreter will not be 
able to hear you speak so you will not be 
translated. You must choose a channel.

Cada participante debe elegir un canal de 
audio en su idioma a través del botón 
Interpretación en la parte inferior de la 
pantalla.

La interpretación está desactivada si 
permanece en el audio original. El intérprete 
no podrá oírle hablar, por lo que no será 
traducido. Debes elegir un canal.



Presentation 
Materials Information will be presented in English. If you 

selected Spanish as your language, information will 
be translated verbally. 

The slides are in English. The Spanish version of all 
materials are found on the DSCC website.

https://dscc.uic.edu/family-education-
webinars/ 

https://dscc.uic.edu/family-education-webinars/
https://dscc.uic.edu/family-education-webinars/


Housekeeping Captioning is available for this presentation.

All attendees are muted. Use the “Raise Hand” 
button or use the “Q&A” button to ask a question.

The chat has been turned off.



Housekeeping We are recording this presentation. The recording 
will be posted on the website. 

Do not share any personal information. 



Vision
Children and youth with special 
healthcare needs (CYSHCN) and their 
families will be the center of a seamless 
support system that improves the 
quality of their lives.

Mission
We partner with Illinois families and 
communities to help CYSHCN connect to 
services and resources.

Our Vision 
and Mission
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Division of Specialized Care for Children

Elizabeth Bailey, LCSW-Home 
Care Enrollment Manager

Zach Gibson, LCPC– Home Care 
Enrollment Assistant Manager 



Medically Fragile/
Technology Dependent 
Waiver Program
(Home Care Program)



Home Care 
Program 
Overview

 Katie Beckett’s Legacy

 Provides care coordination to children & youth 
who require skilled in-home nursing.  

Operated on behalf of the Illinois Department of 
Healthcare & Family Services (HFS). 

 1983 – DSCC began operating the MFTD waiver   

 2014 – DSCC became the single point of entry 
for Illinois children in need of in-home skilled shift 
nursing. 



Home Care Eligibility 11

All general requirements must be met:
• IL resident & IL address (must have a home in which nursing can 

be provided)
• Trained caregiver in the home
• Ages 0 - 21 

Medical eligibility:
• Waiver: meet 50 points on Level of Care Tool (income waived)
• Non-Waiver: Medicaid recipient / does not need to meet 50 

points on Level of Care Tool



12

Home Care 
Eligibility 

Must be technology dependent
Must have skilled nursing care need

Activities of daily living – important for 
caregiving issues, but does not count for 
points on Level of Care

Even if there is no medical technology, a 
parent/caregiver always has the option to 
submit an application if they wish to. 



Level of 
Care – 
Technology 
Needs
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14
Level of Care Tool – Nursing 
Needs



Home Care 
Populations:  

Waiver vs 
Non-Waiver

Medically Fragile Technology Dependent (MFTD) 
Waiver

 Must have both medical & technology needs.

 Must be less than 21 years of age at the time of 
enrollment. 

 May qualify regardless of parental income.

 Participants enrolled in the waiver prior to their 
21st birthday, and still receiving services on their 
21st birthday, may stay with Home Care for life. 
Can re-apply at any time in their life if they were 
in the waiver on their 21st birthday.

15



Home Care 
Populations:  

Waiver vs 
Non-Waiver

Non-Waiver 

 Must have an identifiable need for in-home shift 
nursing, although typically less dependent on 
technology.

 Must be less than 21 years of age.

 Must be eligible for Medicaid. 
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Home Care 
Populations:  
Waiver vs 
Non-Waiver
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Home Care 
Waiver 
Services

 Skilled Shift Nursing
 Care Coordination
 Environmental Modifications (ex. electrical 

modification, accessibility modifications, 
generator installation, vehicle modification, 
extermination)

 Respite
 Specialized Medical Supplies and Equipment
 Training of Nursing Personnel and Families
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Home Care 
Enrollment 

Process

 Case assigned to Enrollment Specialist, who will call within 1-2 
business days of assignment

 Items/tasks needed for application to be submitted to HFS for 
review:

 Signatures from Guardian on initial application paperwork 
(including authorizations to release health information)

 Home Visit/Home & Community Assessment

 Medical records from the past year (or from birth – present 
for infants)

 Letter of medical necessity written/signed by MD or APN

 Completion of Comprehensive Assessment

 Medicaid application for those who do not already have 
Medicaid in place

 For children who are hospitalized, the following need to be 
in place to be able to submit: discharge date/timeline, 
medical stability, completion of caregiver training. 
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 Once application submitted to HFS, they will review and provide 
final decision. 

 Non-Waiver applications: approval or denial will be provided
 Waiver applications: HFS will send nursing allocation to Enrollment 

Specialist, who will call guardian to inform, discuss next steps
 Case will be transferred to ongoing Care Coordination team, who 

will work with the family on a long-term basis and help to get nursing 
(or other waiver benefits) in place.
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Applications & 
Referrals

Call us at (800) 322-3722
Caregiver’s name
Phone number
Child’s address
County or zip code

Visit our website:  dscc.uic.edu
Download PDF application
Fill out “Refer a Family” form



Apply on 
our 
website





Thank you! 

Survey 

Thank you for participating in our training today. We 
hope you found it helpful! 
All materials and recordings will be posted at 
https://dscc.uic.edu/family-education-webinars/. 

Please complete the survey at the end of the 
training. Your thoughts are very helpful and 
important.

We also would like to know any other topics you 
would like more training on. 

https://dscc.uic.edu/family-education-webinars/


Future 
Webinars

This training is part of a series of trainings called 
“Health Insurance Education.”

You can review this recording and materials for 
the other two trainings on our website. 

March 11: Medically Fragile and Technology 
Dependent Waiver
April 8: Department of Rehabilitation 
Services (DRS) Waivers
May 13: Division of Developmental 
Disabilities (DD) Waivers

Visit https://dscc.uic.edu/family-education-
webinars/

https://dscc.uic.edu/family-education-webinars/
https://dscc.uic.edu/family-education-webinars/


Connect with 
Us

            (800) 322-3722

            dscc@uic.edu

            dscc.uic.edu

            UIC Division of Specialized Care for     
       Children

www.
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