Your baby’s hearing screening shows that more
testing is needed. Many babies who don’t pass
the screening are found to have normal hearing.
Yet, some babies are born with a permanent
hearing loss. It is important that a special
diagnostic hearing test be done by an
audiologist who is trained to work with babies.

How to follow-up after not passing newborn hearing screening:

1.

Call your baby’s doctor for a referral and help getting a follow-up hearing test
with an audiologist who works with babies and has the special equipment.

¢ Talk to your baby’s doctor about the option of testing for Cytomegalovirus
(CMV) prior to 21 days of age.

2. And/or call your insurance company and tell them that your baby needs a

“diagnostic hearing test”. Ask what you need to do to get the test paid for by
insurance.

3. If you need help locating an audiologist near you: Call University of lllinois at

Chicago - Specialized Care for Children at: (800) 322-3722 or log onto
www.ehdi-pals.org for a national listing of pediatric audiologists.

4. Call the pediatric audiologist and make an appointment.

5. At the appointment with the pediatric audiologist:

¢ Confirm the audiologist takes your insurance, medical card and/or Specialized

Care for Children.

e Have the audiologist send the test results to your baby’s doctor and to the
lllinois Department of Public Health.

Pregnant women who contract CMV can pass the virus to their unborn baby, which
can result in multiple disabilities including: hearing loss, vision loss, poor brain
growth, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, and in rare cases, fetal death. If your infant did
not pass the newborn hearing screening in the hospital, discuss the options for
testing for CMV prior to 21 days of life.

Babies are tested for
hearing loss at birth.
Knowing how

much a baby

can hear as <
early in life ) (3
as possible ~
means your
child will not
miss out on communication
and important learning
experiences.

Professionals who may
work with your baby:

Pediatric Audiologist:

health care provider who has
special training and equipment for
testing babies.

Otolaryngologist or
Otologist:

medical doctor who specializes in
the problems of the ear, nose and
throat and is sometimes called an
ENT doctor.
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Next Steps for
Newborn Hearing
Screening Follow-up
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¢ Screen hearing no
later than 1 month

e Identify a hearing
loss no later than
3 months

e Connect to
— intervention and
services no later
than 6 months

If your baby did not pass the
newborn hearing screening, a
follow-up hearing test is the
only way to find out if there
is a hearing loss.
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For Information
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SPECIALIZED CARE
FOR CHILDREN

dscc.uic.edu

lllinois Department of Public Health
(IDPH)

lllinois Department of Human
Services - Early Intervention

You may call the automated helpline at:
(a5 50 535 JULY) g olazsly Lail.)

This publication was supported in part by the Department of Health & Human Services
under Award No. 1 H61MC04498 and its contents are solely the responsibility of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Health & Human
Services.
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